
 

Email: madisonwerthmann@gmail.com 

Home School: Lake Shore HS ‘16 

Secondary Education: Princeton University – A.B. in Sociology with a certificate in Gender and Sexuality 

Studies ’20 

Previous Experience:  

 Research Assistant to a professor at Princeton University (doing research in Sociology) 

 Junior Title Examiner at Colonial Title Company in S.C.S. (under an attorney for real estate)  

 Fellow at Princeton University’s Writing Center 

About Me:  

At the end of my senior year at MMSTC, I was sure that I was going to attend a local school. I am a 

homebody through and through, and the thought of being more than an hour from home terrified me. I 

wanted to go to U of M but was considering going to Wayne on a scholarship instead. My parents urged 

me to at least try to apply to Princeton because Princeton’s financial aid is incredible, and I could go 

without taking out loans. I really didn’t think I would get in, but I did. Going away from home was scary, 

but I have never once regretted my decision. My world has expanded greatly with all the people I have 

met and places I’ve seen since enrolling. I also love just about everything about this school. 

I enrolled at Princeton in the engineering school, with the intention of earning a B.S.E. in Computer 

Science. I realized my spring semester freshman year that Comp Sci wasn’t for me; I also realized I was 
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passionate about Sociology. But I didn’t want my year of math and physics to be a waste, so I tried to 

make the engineering thing work. I declared as a Civil Engineering major at the end of my freshman 

year. I gave it a year, and inevitably realized I was trying to force something to fit that wasn’t meant for 

me. So, at the end of my sophomore year, I switched into Sociology. I enjoy my learning experience so 

much more now; I feel like I have a much greater appreciation for my classes, my professors, and the 

opportunities I am so lucky to have here at Princeton now that I am doing something I love.   

If you have any questions about some of the things I talked about or just want to chat, feel free to reach 

out at any time! I would love to talk with you about your experiences.  

I’d be a great contact for you if you are interested/have questions in… 

 Out-of-state schooling 

 Princeton University 

o Application process 

o Ivy League “culture” 

o Campus life 

 Leading an organization 

o Financial aid  

o School of Engineering  

o Non-engineering programs 

 Major declaration – uncertainty 

o What it’s like to “leave” STEM 

o Making a big change late in your undergrad career 

 Beginning to think about grad school and beyond in a non-STEM field 


